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Passed___\anuary 29, 2005

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT SECTION 95.201 OF THE PLYMOUTH
CODIFIED  ORDINANCES, GRASS, GROUNDCOVER AND
MAINTENANCE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the use of groundcover plantings and landscaping has become a nuisance within

the Village, and

WHEREAS, there is an immediate necessity to regulate groundcover uses that may cause

damage or injury.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF
PLYMOUTH, COUNTY OF RICHLAND/HURON, STATE OF OHIO:

1. THAT Section 95.201 of the Plymouth Codified Ordinances is adopted, which shall read
as follows:

95.201

A.

Grass, Groundcover and Maintenance

A property owner or person in possession may use normal residential grass or
other groundcover plantings for purposes of reasonable landscaping, erosion
control, exposed soil coverage, and weed infestation control. For the purposes
of this section, the following definitions apply:

Grass: Grass shall be of a species normally grown in permanent residential
lawns in Plymouth, Ohio. Grass seed shall be clean and free of weeds when
planted.

Groundcover: Perennial plants that are low-growing and spread much wider
than they are tall, but do not exceed eight (8) inches in height. It shall be a
species normally grown in Plymouth, Ohio and not classified as invasive by the
State of Ohio. The groundcover shall normally achieve a well-developed
coverage within two growing seasons.

The property owner or person in possession shall be responsible for the
maintenance of all grass and groundcover. This should be accomplished by the
following standards:

(1) All plant growth shall be controlled by pruning, trimming, cutting or
other suitable methods so that plant materials do not interfere with
public utilities, restrict pedestrian or vehicular access or use of streets,
rights-of-way or sidewalks, or otherwise constitute a traffic hazard or
public or pedestrian nuisance.

(2) All planted areas shall be maintained in a relatively weed-free
condition, clear of undergrowth and free from refuse and debris.

(3) Dead or unhealthy plants shall be replaced within the next planting
season, or within six (6) months, whichever comes first. Other
defective landscape material shall be replaced within three (3) months.
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When the Village Administrator determines the owner or person in possession
of a property has not maintained the property as required by paragraph B of this
section, then he shall give written notice to the owner or person in possession
of the violation and that the violation shall be corrected within ten (10) days of
service.

If the owner or person in possession fails to comply with the notice, the Village
Administrator shall cause the grass and/or groundcover that interferes with
public utilities, restricts pedestrian or vehicular access or use of streets, rights-
of-way or sidewalks, or otherwise constitutes a traffic hazard or public or
pedestrian nuisance, to be pruned, trimmed or cut in order to come into
compliance with paragraph B of this section. The Village Administrator may
employ the necessary labor to carry out the provisions of these sections.

The Village Fiscal Officer shall make a written return to the County Auditor of
its action, with a statement of the charges for its services, the amount paid for
performing the labor, the fees of officers who made service of the notice and
return and a proper description of the premises. Such amounts, when allowed,
shall be entered upon the tax duplicate and be a lien upon the land from and
after the date of entry and be collected as other taxes and returned to the Village
with the General Fund.

2. THAT itis hereby determined that this Ordinance is an emergency measure necessary for
the preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents of this
Village and for the further reason there is an immediate necessity to control and regulate
existing groundcover public nuisances, and this Ordinance shall therefore go into
immediate effect provided it receives a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all members elected to
this Council, otherwise it shall go into effect in thirty (30) days if passed by a majority
vote of Council.
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